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"Once old Mastuh be dead, you be workin' in the fields just like the rest of 'em. That day comin' soon." Two
decades before the Civil War, a middle-class farmer named Samuel Maddox lies on his deathbed. Elsewhere

in his Virginia home, a young woman named Kitty knows her life is about to change. She is one of the
Maddox family's slaves--and Samuel's biological daughter. When Samuel's wife, Mary, inherits her

husband's property, she will own Kitty too, along with Kitty's three small children.Already in her fifties and
with no children of her own, Mary Maddox has struggled to accept her husband's daughter, a strong-willed,
confident, educated woman who works in the house and has been treated more like family than slave. After

Samuel's death, Mary decides to grant Kitty and her children their freedom, and travels with them to
Pennsylvania, where she will file papers declaring Kitty's emancipation. Helped on their perilous flight by

Quaker families along the Underground Railroad, they
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